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Illinois
P

ollution
C

ontrol
B

oard
S

T
A

T
E

O
F

ILLIN
O

IS
100

W
est R

andolph
Street,

Suite
11-500

P
oftut(ofl

C
ontrol

B
oard

C
hicago,

Illinois
60601

R
E

:
R

ule
M

aking
R

08-009
ç

D
ear

Illinois
P

ollution
C

ontrol
B

oard:

O
n

behalfm
y

fam
ily,

and
as

a
m

em
ber

o
fthe

F
riends

of the
C

hicago
R

iver,
I

am
w

riting
to

express
m

y
support

for
the

recom
m

ended
w

ater
quality

standard
im

provem
ents

proposed
by

the
Illinois

E
P

A
for

the
C

hicago
A

rea
W

aterw
ays

(C
A

W
S

)
and

L
ow

er
D

es
P

laines
R

iver
as

rule
m

aking
R

08-009.

T
hese

changes
are

long
overdue

and
recom

m
ended

only
after

five
years

of
study

on
the

C
A

W
S

and
seven

on
the

L
ow

er
D

es
P

laines.
W

e
should

all
supportthe

Illinois
E

P
A

’s
effort

and
approve

the
changes.

A
s

a
citizen

ofthe
C

ity
ofC

hicago,
the

State
ofIllinois,

and
ofthe

greater
M

ississippi
river

w
atershed,

I
think

it
is

critical
that:

•
T

he
M

etropolitan
W

ater
R

eclam
ation

D
istrict

disinfect
sew

age
treatm

ent
plant

effluentto
kill

bacteria
and

protect
public

health
and

•
T

em
perature

and
dissolved

oxygen
standards

be
im

plem
ented

to
protect

fish
and

help
them

flourish.

O
ver

the
years,

the
entire

C
A

W
S

system
has

changed
dram

atically.
T

he
w

ater,
once

full
of raw

sew
age

and
industrial

filth,
has

vastly
im

proved
through

the
leadership

o
f

agencies
like

the
M

etropolitan
W

ater
R

eclam
ation

D
istrict

and
its

T
unnel

and
R

eservoir
P

lan.
P

ublic
access

has
increased

considerably
as

local
governm

ents
incorporated

these
rivers

into
their

m
aster

planning.
T

he
C

ity
o
f

C
hicago,

the
C

hicago
P

ark
D

istrict,
and

suburbs
like

B
lue

Island
and

S
kokie

have
poured

m
illions

into
river

access
for

paddling,
fishing,

and
crew

.A
nd

so
m

uch
w

ork
has

been
done

to
im

prove
habitat

and
control

pollution
that

in
the

C
hicago

R
iver

system
,

species
o
f

fish
have

clim
bed

from
under

10
to

nearly
70,

including
gam

e
fish

favorites
like

large-m
outh

bass
and

bluegill
and

yellow
perch.

B
ecause

a
review

like
this

only
com

es
along

every
20

years,
right

now
w

e
have

a
once-in-a-generation

opportunity
to

continue
our

m
om

entum
by

supporting
the

Illinois
E

P
A

recom
m

endations
so

w
e

can
m

ake
the

next
quantum

leap
forw

ard
in

w
ater

quality.

T
here

is
no

m
agic

bullet
and

or
all-in-one

m
easure

that
can

elim
inate

w
ater

pollution
butw

e
know

that
if

w
e

w
antthe

C
hicago

R
iver

to
continue

to
im

prove
and

serve
our

com
m

unities
as

a
recreational,

natural
and

econom
ic

resource,
disinfection

and
the

rest
o
fthe

Illinois
E

P
A

’s
recom

m
endations

are
essential.

I
believe

that
as

a
society

it
is

our
m

oral
obligation

to
ensure

thatw
e

w
ork

to
achieve

the
highest

potential
for

shared
resources,including

and
especially

w
ater.

A
nd

as
stew

ards
o
fthese

natural
resources,w

e
should

not
be

seeking
the

m
inim

um
in

im
provem

ent,
but the

m
axim

um
.

T
hank

you,

4170
N

.
C

hicago,
IL

60613-2333
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Illinois
P

ollution
C

ontrol
B

oard:

O
n

behalf of m
yself and

the
B

ig
Shoulders

R
ow

ing
C

lub,
I

am
w

riting
to

express
m

y
support

for
the

recom
m

ended
w

ater
quality

standard
im

provem
ents

proposed
by

the
Illinois

E
PA

for
the

C
hicago

A
rea

W
aterw

ays
(C

A
W

S)
and

L
ow

er
D

es
Plaines

R
iver

as
rule

m
aking

R
08-009.

T
hese

changes
are

long
overdue

and
recom

m
ended

only
after

five
years

of
study

on
the

C
A

W
S

and
seven

on
the

L
ow

er
D

es
Plaines.

W
e

should
all

support the
Illinois

E
PA

’s
effort

and
approve

the
changes.

A
s

a
row

er,
I

think
it

is
critical

that:

•
T

he
M

etropolitan
W

ater
R

eclam
ation

D
istrict

disinfect
sew

age
treatm

ent
plant

effluent
to

kill
bacteria

and
protectpublic

health
and

•
T

em
perature

and
dissolved

oxygen
standards

be
im

plem
ented

to
protect

fish
and

help
them

flourish.

O
ver

the
years,

the
entire

C
A

W
S

system
has

changed
dram

atically.
T

he
w

ater,
once

full
of raw

sew
age

and
industrial

filth,
has

vastly
im

proved
through

the
leadership

of
agencies

like
the

M
etropolitan

W
ater

R
eclam

ation
D

istrict
and

its
T

unnel
and

R
eservoir

Plan.
Public

access
has

increased
considerably

as
local

governm
ents

incorporated
these

rivers
into

their
m

aster
planning.

T
he

C
ity

of
C

hicago,
the

C
hicago

Park
D

istrict,
and

suburbs
like

B
lue

Island
and

Skokie
have

poured
m

illions
into

river
access

for
paddling,

fishing,
and

crew
.

A
nd

so
m

uch
w

ork
has

been
done

to
im

prove
habitat

and
control

pollution
that

in
the

C
hicago

R
iver

system
,

species
of

fish
have

clim
bed

from
under

10
to

nearly
70,

including
gam

e
fish

favorites
like

large-m
outh

bass
and

bluegill
and

yellow
perch.

B
ecause

a
review

like
this

only
com

es
along

every
20

years,
right now

w
e

have
a

o
n
ce

in-a-generation
opportunity

to
continue

our
m

om
entum

by
supporting

the
Illinois

E
PA

recom
m

endations
so

w
e

can
m

ake
the

next
quantum

leap
forw

ard
in

w
ater

quality.

T
here

is
no

m
agic

bullet
and

or
all-in-one

m
easure

that
can

elim
inate

w
ater

pollution
but

w
e

know
that

ifw
e

w
antthe

C
hicago

R
iver

to
continue

to
im

prove
and

serve
our

com
m

unities
as

a
recreational,

natural
and

econom
ic

resource,
disinfection

and
the

rest
of

the
Illinois

E
PA

’s
recom

m
endations

are
essential.



I
believe

that
as

a
society

it
is

our
m

oral
obligation

to
ensure

that
w

e
w

ork
to

achieve
the

highestpotential
for

shared
resources,

including
and

especially
w

ater.
A

nd
as

stew
ards

of
these

natural
resources,

w
e

should
not

be
seeking

the
m

inim
um

in
im

provem
ent,

butthe
m

axim
um

.

T
hank

you,
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M
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C
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N
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Pollution

C
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B
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A
u
g
2
4
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0
1
0

0
Illinois

Pollution
C

ontrol
B

oard
Jam

es
R

.
T

hom
pson

C
enter

100W
.

R
andolph

S
uite

11-500
C

hicago,
IL

60601

T
hank

you
for

your
First

N
otice

w
hich

recognizes
that

the
C

hicago
A

rea
W

aterw
ays

(C
A

W
S)

and
L

ow
er

D
es

P
laines

R
iver

are
being

used
for

recreational
purposes.

Isupport
Illinois

E
PA

’s
proposal

to
require

disinfection
at

M
W

R
D

sew
ag

e
plants,

and
to

protect
aquatic

life
in

th
ese

w
aters

from
therm

al
pollution.

T
he

C
hicago

R
iver

has
been

a
pathw

ay
for

pathogens
for

too
long!

R
unning

through
the

heart
of

the
C

hicago
R

egion
the

river
has

long
been

denied
som

e
of

the
basic

goals
of

the
C

lean
W

ater
A

ct
nam

ely
that

all
w

aters
should

be
“drinkable,

sw
im

m
able

and
fishable.’

Failure
to

disinfect
sew

age
from

all
M

etropolitan
W

ater
R

eclam
ation

D
istrict

(M
W

R
D

)
treatm

ent
plants

put
both

people
and

w
ildlife

at
risk

of
becom

ing
ill.

Itseem
s

alm
ost

unblievable
that

in
this

day
and

age,
m

ore
outrage

does
not

exist
on

this
topic.

T
he

river
is

a
cess

pooi
filled

w
ith

debris,
trash,

hum
an

w
aste,

condom
s,

just
to

nam
e

a
few

.
T

he
M

W
R

D
has

a
responsibility

tow
atrds

the
environm

ent
to

change
it’s

practices
and

help
clean

up
this

vital
resource

in
the

C
hicaoland!

T
he

C
hicago

A
rea

W
aterw

ays
and

L
ow

er
D

es
P

laines
R

iver
are

im
portant

Illinois
resources.

A
s

you
m

ove
forw

ard
w

ith
the

rulem
aking

process,
I

urge
you

to
require

M
W

R
D

to
disinfect

the
sew

age
itdischarges

to
th

ese
w

aterw
ays.

S
incerely,

T
odd

Z
im

m
erm

ann
3514

N
B

ell
A

ve
C

hicago,
IL

60618-6020
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C
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T
hank

you
for

your
F

irst
N

otice
w

hich
recognizes

that
the

C
hicago

A
rea

W
aterw

ays
(C

A
W

S
)

and
L

ow
er

D
es

P
laines

R
iver

are
being

u
sed

for
recreational

p
u
rp

o
ses.

Isupport
Illinois

E
PA

’s
proposal

to
require

disinfection
at

M
W

R
D

sew
ag

e
plants,

and
to

protect
aquatic

life
in

th
ese

w
aters

from
therm

al
pollution.

T
he

C
hicago

R
iver

has
been

a
pathw

ay
for

p
ath

o
g
en

s
for

too
Iongl

R
unning

through
the

heart
of

the
C

hicago
R

egion
th

e
river

h
as

long
been

denied
so

m
e

of
the

basic
goals

of
the

C
lean

W
ater

A
ct

nam
ely

that
all

w
aters

should
be

drinkable,
sw

im
m

able
and

fishable.
F

ailure
to

disinfect
sew

ag
e

from
all

M
etropolitan

W
ater

R
eclam

ation
D

istrict
(M

W
R

D
)

treatm
en

t
plants

put
both

people
and

w
ildlife

at
risk

of
becom

ing
ill.

T
he

C
hicago

A
rea

W
aterw

ays
and

L
ow

er
D

es
P

laines
R

iver
are

im
portant

Illinois
reso

u
rces.

A
s

you
m

ove
forw

ard
w

ith
the

rulem
aking

p
ro

cess,
I

urge
you

to
require

M
W

R
D

to
disinfect

the
sew

ag
e

it
d
isch

arg
es

to
th

ese
w

aterw
ays.

S
incerely,

M
rs.

B
ethany

S
im

m
ons
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R
o
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e
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t
A

pt
3

C
hicago,
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M
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n
H

tIo
C

ontrolB
oard

D
ear

Illinois
P

ollution
C

ontrol
B

oard:

I
am

w
riting

to
express

m
y

strong
support

for
the

recom
m

ended
w

ater
quality

standard
im

provem
ents

proposed
by

the
Illinois

E
PA

for
the

C
hicago

A
rea

W
aterw

ays
(C

A
W

S
)

and
L

ow
er

D
es

P
laines

R
iver

as
rule

m
aking

R
08-009.

T
hese

changes
are

long
overdue.

W
e

should
all

support
the

Illinois
E

P
A

’s
effort

and
approve

the
changes.

I
live

O
ak

P
ark

Illinois
and

enjoy
canoeing

and
hiking

in
the

forest
preserves

in
C

ook
C

ounty
and

believe
it

is
critical

that:

•
T

he
M

etropolitan
W

ater
R

eclam
ation

D
istrict

disinfect
sew

age
treatm

ent
plant

effluent
to

kill
bacteria

and
protect

public
health

and
•

T
em

perature
and

dissolved
oxygen

standards
be

im
plem

ented
to

protect
fish

and
aquatic

life
such

as
m

acroinvertebrates.

A
review

like
this

only
com

es
along

every
20

years,
right

now
w

e
have

a
rare

opportunity
to

continue
cleaning

up
the

rivers
by

supporting
the

Illinois
E

PA
recom

m
endations

so
w

e
can

m
ake

the
next

quantum
leap

forw
ard

in
w

ater
quality.

T
here

is
no

m
agic

bullet
and

or
all-in-one

m
easure

that
can

elim
inate

w
ater

pollution
but

w
e

know
that

if
w

e
w

ant
the

C
hicago

R
iver

to
continue

to
im

prove
and

serve
our

com
m

unities
as

a
recreational,

natural
and

econom
ic

resource,
disinfection

and
the

rest
ofthe

Illinois
E

P
A

’s
recom

m
endations

are
essential.

I
believe

as
stew

ards
ofthese

natural
resources,

w
e

should
not

be
seeking

the
m

inim
um

in
im

provem
ent,

but
the

m
axim

um
.

T
hank

you,

A
lice

B
randon

309
W

isconsin
A

ve.
#3

O
ak

Park,
IL

60302
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D

ear
Illinois

Pollution
C

ontrol
B

oard:

O
n

behalf ofm
yselfand

m
y

fam
ily,

I
am

w
riting

to
express

m
y

supportfor
the

recom
m

ended
w

ater
quality

standard
im

provem
ents

proposed
by

the
Illinois

E
PA

for
the

C
hicago

A
rea

W
aterw

ays
(C

A
W

S)
and

L
ow

er
D

es
Plaines

R
iver

as
rule

m
aking

R
08-009.

T
hese

changes
are

long
overdue

and
recom

m
ended

only
after

five
years

o
f

study
on

the
C

A
W

S
and

seven
on

the
L

ow
er

D
es

Plaines.
W

e
should

all
support the

Illinois
E

PA
’s

effort
and

approve
the

changes.

A
s

a
residentofC

hicago
and

frequentcyclistalong
the

path
alongside

the
nyc

I
think

it
is

criticalthat:
•

T
he

M
etropolitan

W
ater

R
eclam

ation
D

istrictdisinfectsew
age

treatm
ent

planteffluentto
kill

bacteria
and

protectpublic
health

and
•

T
em

perature
and

dissolved
oxygen

standards
be

im
plem

ented
to

protect
fish

and
help

them
flourish.

O
ver

the
years,the

entire
C

A
W

S
system

has
changed

dram
atically.

T
he

w
ater,

once
full

ofraw
sew

age
and

industrial
filth,

has
vastly

im
proved

through
the

leadership
ofagencies

like
the

M
etropolitan

W
ater

R
eclam

ation
D

istrict and
its

T
unneland

R
eservoir

Plan.
Public

access
has

increased
considerably

as
local

governm
ents

incorporated
these

rivers
into

their
m

aster
planning.

T
he

C
ity

o
f C

hicago,
the

C
hicago

Park
D

istrict,
and

suburbs
like

B
lue

Island
and

Skokie
have

poured
m

illions
into

river
access

for
paddling,

fishing,
and

crew
.

A
nd

so
m

uch
w

ork
has

been
done

to
im

prove
habitat

and
control

pollution
that

in
the

C
hicago

R
iver

system
,

species
offish

have
clim

bed
from

under
10

to
nearly

70,
including

gam
e

fish
favorites

like
large-m

outh
bass

and
bluegill

and
yellow

perch.

B
ecause

a
review

like
this

only
com

es
along

every
20

years,
rightnow

w
e

have
a

once-in-a-generation
opportunity

to
continue

our
m

om
entum

by
supporting

the
Illinois

E
PA

recom
m

endations
so

w
e

can
m

ake
the

next
quantum

leap
forw

ard
in

w
ater

quality.

T
here

is
no

m
agic

bulletand
or

all-in-one
m

easure
thatcan

elim
inate

w
ater

pollution
butw

e
know

that
if

w
e

w
antthe

C
hicago

R
iver

to
continue

to
im

prove
and

serve
our

com
m

unities
as

a
recreational,natural

and
econom

ic
resource, disinfection

and
the

restof the
Illinois

E
PA

’s
recom

m
endations

are
essential.

I
believe

thatas
a

society
it

is
our

m
oral

obligation
to

ensure
thatw

e
w

ork
to

achieve
the

highestpotential
for

shared
resources,

including
and

especially
w

ater.
A

nd
as

stew
ards

ofthese
natural

resources,w
e

should
notbe

seeking
the

m
inim

um
in

im
provem

ent,
but the

m
axim

um
.

T
hank

you,

773
588

9634
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P
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C
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B

oard
Jam

es
R

.
T
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pson

C
enter

100
W

.
R

andolph
Suite

11-500
C

hicago,
IL

60601

D
ear

Illinois
P

ollution
C

ontrol
B

oard,

T
hank

you
for

your
F

irstN
otice

w
hich

recognizes
that

the
C

hicago
A

rea
W

aterw
ays

(C
A

W
S)

and
L

ow
er

D
es

Plaines
R

iver
are

being
used

for
recreational

purposes.
I

support
Illinois

E
PA

’s
proposal

to
require

disinfection
at

M
W

R
D

sew
age

plants,
and

to
protect

aquatic
life

in
these

w
aters

from
therm

al
pollution.

T
he

C
hicago

R
iver

has
been

a
pathw

ay
for

pathogens
for

too
long!

R
unning

through
the

heart
ofthe

C
hicago

R
egion

the
river

has
long

been
denied

som
e

ofthe
basic

goals
o
fthe

C
lean

W
ater

A
ct nam

ely
that

all
w

aters
should

be
&

quot;drinkable,
sw

im
m

able
and

fishable.&
quot;

Failure
to

disinfect
sew

age
from

all
M

etropolitan
W

ater
R

eclam
ation

D
istrict

(M
W

R
D

)
treatm

ent
plants

put
both

people
and

w
ildlife

atrisk
of

becom
ing

ill.

W
e

w
ish

to
m

ake
greater

use
of our

rivers,
but

not until
they

are
fully

safe
for

hum
an

activities.

T
he

C
hicago

A
rea

W
aterw

ays
and

L
ow

er
D

es
Plaines

R
iver

are
im

portant Illinois
resources.

A
s

you
m

ove
forw

ard
w

ith
the

rulem
aking

process,
I

urge
you

to
require

M
W

R
D

to
disinfect

the
sew

age
itdischarges

to
these

w
aterw

ays.
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D
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1
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S
u

b
ject:

D
isinfect

C
A

W
S:

C
ase

N
um

ber
R

2008-009
(D

)
STA

TE
O

F
ILLIN
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PO
lIU

tiO
C

ont,o
A

ug
23,

2010

Illinois
Pollution

C
ontrol

B
oard

Jam
es

R
.

T
hom

pson
C

enter
100W

.
R

andolph
S

uite
11-500

C
hicago,

IL
60601

T
hank

you
for

your
First

N
otice

w
hich

recognizes
that

the
C

hicago
A

rea
W

aterw
ays

(C
A

W
S)

and
L

ow
er

D
es

P
laines

R
iver

are
being

used
for

recreational
purposes.

I support
Illinois

E
PA

’s
proposal

to
require

disinfection
at

M
W

R
D

sew
age

plants,
and

to
protect

aquatic
life

in
th

ese
w

aters
from

therm
al

pollution.

T
he

C
hicago

R
iver

has
been

a
pathw

ay
for

pathogens
for

too
long!

R
unning

through
the

heart
of

the
C

hicago
R

egion
the

river
has

long
been

denied
som

e
of

the
basic

goals
of

the
C

lean
W

ater
A

ct
nam

ely
that

all
w

aters
should

be
drinkable,

sw
im

m
able

and
fishable.

F
ailure

to
disinfect

sew
age

from
all

M
etropolitan

W
ater

R
eclam

ation
D

istrict
(M

W
R

D
)

treatm
ent

plants
put

both
people

and
w

ildlife
at

risk
of

becom
ing

ill.

Iam
em

b
arrassed

that
w

e
have

a
fouled

w
aterw

ay
and

a
bureaucracy

that
supports

the
statu

s
quo.

T
his

show
s

no
great

thinking
or

hope
for

our
future.

P
lease

m
ake

the
change

for
our

future!

T
hank

you.

T
he

C
hicago

A
rea

W
aterw

ays
and

L
ow

er
D

es
F

lam
es

R
iver

are
im

portant
Illinois

resources.
A

s
you

m
ove

forw
ard

w
ith

the
rulem

aking
process,

I
urge

you
to

require
M

W
R

D
to

disinfect
the

sew
age

itd
isch

arg
es

to
th

ese
w

aterw
ays.

S
incerely,

M
r.

S
tephen

M
iller

11
E

M
ad

iso
n
S

t
S

te
300

C
hicago,

IL
60602-4575


